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From the director:

What an exciting year for us at the centre, and for me as the director! My highlights for the second half of the year
include: working with the children to get the garden growing; the fabulous response we get to the foyer music, Maxine
McKews visit, Peter Morgan the music man, welcoming the new staff and our excursions out and about.

We've really enjoyed the involvement of our parents this year — Dr Tandon’s visit, Michael’s cooking experience,
Simone’s help with the veggies, those parents who came to the Trivia Night, all of the dads who turned up for our
breakfast, the families who came to the ‘transition to school information night’, all of the parent who have gone through
orientation and supported us with ongoing feedback and information. And of course, how can we forget Children’s week
— with dress ups, crazy hair and Halloween!

Thank you to the STaR Association for their weekly contributions, training and support of our team and the children with
additional needs — thanks Megan, Sue and Dawn!

Thank you in particular to those parents who have been here all year, the welcome you gave me
this year was lovely. | have really enjoyed getting to know all of your children, and families. We ( :
hope you have a happy and safe holiday season, and look forward to seeing you in the new year. \ ¥
l
Dates for your Diary |
Wednesday 9" December —End of Year Concert

Friday 11" December — all accounts due for settlement

Wednesday 23" December — final day for the year - closing at 4pm sharp
Monday 11" January - first day for 2010

This summer we’ve incorporated Kangaroo meat to our menu — cooking it in our spaghetti bolegnaise. Kangaroo meat is
lean, healthy and great for our environment, as well as very tasty. In fact, the children seem to enjoy it more than
regular beef mince spaghetti! We’ve also loved the ‘san choy bow’ and the feta and vegetable quiche. The Waratahs
really enjoyed making their own lunches this month as a part of their project work. Many thanks to Frances and Kylie for
their hard work in the kitchen!

¢ Christmas Charity

This year we’re supporting children in detention centres in Australia.
Whatever your thoughts on the ‘refugee debate’, the children who
have landed on our shores deserve to be cared for — and one way we
can help is by providing books and DVDs in their home languages, as
well as English. So if you have any second hand books or DVDs for
children (or their parents) drop them into the box in the foyer! Last
donations collected on December 18™.

End of Year Raffle

We’ve got a great raffle basket this year with Sunsafe hats, books, ‘stop slams’, children’s cot/ bed sheets, umbrellas
and lots more! Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 and are available at the End of Year Concerts or from the office.
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Lost property

Our lost property basket in the foyer is pretty full again. Any unlabelled items (clothes, shoes, sheets, hats etc) are
dropped into the basket. Take a few moments to check next time you’re picking up your child and make sure nothing of
yours is in there. The basket contents will be donated to charity on December 18". Please, please label your children’s
clothes, hats, jackets shoes etc, otherwise we’re unable to return them to you when they are taken off and left in the
room. Grab a laundry marking texta next time you’re at the shops and write, very clearly your child’s name on every
item (not just initials). We've got heaps of really lovely, practically new clothes that are unlabelled sitting in lost
property.

Accounts

All accounts have gone out via email (or printed if we don’t have an email address) and show your balance owing to the
end of the year. Thank you to all parents who have checked their accounts and given us positive feedback on the
emailing. Please ensure that your account is finalized by Friday 11™ December so that we can arrange to give you your
child’s portfolio etc on your last day.

Our new veggie patches are fantastic! The children absolutely love to care for the plants, to watch the
fruits and vegetables growing and then harvest and eat them! The salads taste so much sweeter when
it’s food you’ve grown yourself. Some great ideas for growing food at home include snow peas — they
can be planted in a small pot and grow in a matter of weeks!

Poisons Information

Your house and garden are full of things you would never eat but which children find irresistible: kitty litter, potting mix,
medicines and cleaning products to name a few. You can protect children by locking away or removing potential poisons
Most accidents with poison happen at home — almost all of the 140 000 calls received each year by the Poisons
Information Centre relate to incidents where children have swallowed something harmful at home. Almost four out of
five of these calls are about children under five. We've attached some information from the Raising Children Network
about making your home safer and recommend that you put the number for the Poisons Information Line 13 11 26 up
near your phone.

Ride on Carry on!

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift for your friends with young children. Don’t get them another toy —
get them the super folding chair that makes airline travel a breeze - www.rideoncarryon.com.au . Kids
just love it, strap it to your carry on luggage and breeze through the airport. Grab one before you go on
holidays this Summer. See Nesha for a super $10 off special!

Computers

If you're upgrading your computers this Christmas, consider bringing the old on into the centre. We’re in the market for
a second hand computer (that we’ll reformat and load up) and flat screens, to use in the for computer programs for the
children, or end of day slide shows. They don’t have to be fast. Speak with Nicole if you have a computer you're ready to
part with!


http://www.rideoncarryon.com.au/

&

-
Top Ryde Early Learning News — December 2009 TUP Ryole.

EARLY LEARNING
Information for parents
We've got information sheets attached to the email - Positive Behaviour Guidance for Children and Practical Clothing
for Child Care, as well as Poisons Information and an article about the Value of Play.

Scrap Paper
Do you have piles of A4 paper printed on one side hangi.|
the childrends writing and | iteracy apdpraclicing theseaskillgeachddy,ayd |
we want to minimize the impact of this on our environment i so bri ng in the paper and we

emeraina skills. and then recvcle it afterwards!

New Child restraint Laws

http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/newsevents/2009_11_childrestraints.html?hhid=childrestraints

From March 2010, new child restraint laws say that all children up to the age of seven years must be correctly restrained
in an approved child restraint, suitable for their size and age. Take a look at the RTA website to see what restraint is
suitable for your child. You might need to invest in a new car seat ....perhaps Santa will bring one for Christmas?

Immunisation Blue Books

Don’t forget that every time you get your child’s immunization updated to bring in a copy for us. We need to know and
keep records of your child’s immunization status in case of an outbreak of a communicable disease. Any children who
are not immunized, or if we don’t have records, will be excluded in the unlikely event of an outbreak.

End of year concerts information
I f you havendét already bought ttiforgktéotermail theoteamh e e

Tickets are $2 each, or $4 on the day and wed
good idea to bring fold-o u t chairs if youbve got some at h
number of adult sized chairs at the centre. If you need details of the night emailed again,

please send an email to the office J Donét f orget (especially for
Lillipillies) that singing in front of a crowd of 200+ strange adults can be terrifying! If your child

startscr yi ng, pl ease dondét try to force them to Kk
and some comfort, and watch the others, so tha

Wedve attached some infor mat i o rcare inouding Synsat Clothes. &l childreronedd ian g
broad brimmed or legionnaire style hat. Please remember to leave a hat at the centre, as well as pack a spare in your
childbés bag (i f they donodt have a hat thaty wamytclpdéaryl youw
name. All children need to be wearing shirts / t -shirts/ dresses that have a sleeve to protect their shoulders (no singlet
tops) , and doné6t forget to put 4hour + sunscreen on your ¢

Off to school?

Please remember to fill in an exit form so that we know what your last day will be (will it be the last day in December?

Or are you coming back in January?). Please pay your accounts as per usual up to your final day, then 3 weeks after your
lastday,and wi th your fobs returned, we ol | make any final adj u:
via a cheque. Please speak with us now if you have any questions.


http://www.rta.nsw.gov.au/newsevents/2009_11_childrestraints.html?hhid=childrestraints
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Excursions

The Waratahs have had an exciting couple of weeks visiting both Ryde Public School, and (as a part of their cooking
investigation and project) Woolworths to purchase cooking ingredients. Amy lead some fantastic spontaneous teaching

experiences in maths, | iteracy and sci en foeyputatakedaldokat.r e 6s a
Wedve got a friendly stick insect, and some tadpoles (that
home. Both are easy to keep, and provide hours of entertainment . Speak with Nicole if youodd
break.

Kindy Photos

The photos taken by Danielle were absolutely gorgeous. A's youol | see he
newsletter, the staff got into the spirit of the photos as well! The first round of order s are due

for delivery this Friday. And the orders picked up today will be delivered on December 18".

Driveway and parking

Donét forget that wedve got 3 parking spots g= or
when you come in if theyo6re available (rather tnan Dl ocKin
can pull in behind you. Also please note that the driveway is ONE WAY, and you can only exit via the exit next to Ryde

school and travel to your left. You cannot exit via the driveway closest to smith street and turn right. This is incredibly
dangerous.

Communication Box

Wedve got a new ciotheniayerii @agreenboxe on the 6sign ind bench.
Nicole, photo orders, forms etc.

Specials from Top Ryde city

As al |l of the new shops in Top Ryde City open uphanvileupyoer get
pockets with heaps of &éjunk mail d you might not wanitcheckwe 0 |
them out when youdbdre next in.

Taking Toys

Remember that it is natural for your children to want to take home s ome of their 6éfavourited t
stealing, it 6s | us-schoaldérado. Howeved WeeREALLYaneed yqu rtoebring those toys back to usi

guite often theyodre part of a set tmhadne of theesth as adoh as you can.t s p
Thanks!

Thank you
SarahrMar i ed6s mum and dad for giving us a wgingdnemore fod us tg pldy with.c i
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Vacation Care

Donét forget that we run a -agedtsbhltcagse pfoghamdfen athbot
great activities planned this summer, so book in early!

Sports Days

The sports day was such a success for all three rooms t ha
Sports Days we set up a range of outdoor gross motor activities focusing on team rules, friendly competition, and learning

new sports skills. Look out for the dates on your calendars and make sure your children have fast running shoes on!

Transition to School events

Wedve had a great mont h pr e Kissiamddrop vest redlllp well, using aur bbigs moresoftemo o |
was a challenge! We also visited Ryde Public school several times, eating our lunches in the yardand talking about what

happens at o6ébig school 6.

Learning to use our lunchboxes, to get our lunch, and then keep some for afternoon tea was also very fun! The
lunchboxes were donated to us by the member for Bennelong, Ms Maxine McKew when she visited the centre recently,
and weol | be sending them home with you to take onto scho
about what healthy things you can pack in your childds 1| un

Lillipillies

Our little Lillipillies have been fascinated by bugs! So we’ve used a range of different artistic
mediums to explore this — paint, chalk, textas, painting on different surfaces. We've loved the
‘goop’ and messy play! We've also been working on our social skills and group time skills —
learning to sit quietly and listen to our stories, and to share with our friends, use our manners and
to say ‘stop it | don’t like it"” when we’re unhappy. We’'re getting very excited about Christmas
coming up, and we are all practicing our singing for the concert (and hopefully there will only be a
few tears!)

Acacias

Recently we’ve had a range of different interests including: Birds nests - from building a
nest, to laying eggs, and baby birds coming out. We looked at how they were made and
made our own. We had a brilliant couple of weeks investigating sea creatures, how they
live and breathe underwater — we explored some real sea life (fish and prawns) to see
and feel and touch and smell and made jelly fish for the walls. We’ve also been rapt in
construction — with the whole room covered in train tracks, mobilo constructions and
blocks, robots, cities and towns.
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Waratahs

After wrapping up our mammoth Dinosaur project (covering everything from different
theories on how dinosaurs lived, excavating a dinosaur skeleton, an excursion to the library
to research more about dinosaurs, different phases of dinosaur history and hatching dino
eggs), we moved onto ‘Masks’. We explored different types of masks, where they come
from, different designs, different uses, made our own with paper, and using a clay-dough to
create a huge mask. We were enthralled by Mark working around the centre and were
excited to do some construction of our own using wood, hammers, nails and saws. We’ve
been lucky to have the stick insects and tadpoles around the place to keep us busy and
mesmerized by their antics. The last month has seen us wrapped up in the cooking project
and our transition to school skills. Our concert practice is going well, and we’re all very

excited by our upcoming graduation!

Early Years Learning Framework

The Early Years Learning Framework is pa
(COAGQG) reform agenda for early childhood education and care and is a key component of
theAustralian Government&s Nati onalltw@uwmdérpint y
universal access to early childhood education and be incorporated in the National Quality
Standard in order to ensure delivery of nationally consistent and quality early ¢ hildhood
education across sectors and jurisdictions.

The Early Years Learning Framework describes the principles, practice and outcomes

essential to support and enhance young c¢h 19
as well as their transition to school. The Framework has a strong emphasis on play-based
l earning as play is the best vehicle for young childrend

development. The Framework also recognises the importance of communication and language (including early literacy
and numeracy) and social and emotional development. All centres need to incorporate the Early Years Learning
Framework (EYLF) into their program of activities.

At TopRydewe 6 ve recent | y ramlbéegenwrairing buhteamEWelfdund that we are already embracing all
of these best practice ideals, so it is very easy for us to make the slight wording changes to our program and approach to

teaching required to incorporate the EYLF.

Webve got s 0 me brochaired inthe fqyex tha yiou can take to read if you want to know more information.
There are also translations available in a range of |l ang
language.
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Stasf Training

As always our staff are continuing their program of professional development.

e Almost all of our team have now completed the ‘Managing Challenging BehavioursQcourse through the STaR
association. This is a great, behaviourally based course to give staff strategies for dealing with the challenges the
children throw at us!

e Nicole attended a course “Keep them Safe” reviewing the new Child Protection Laws coming out in January.
¢ Nesha and Nicole attended a workshop on the new industrial relation laws affecting child care from January

e Nicole attended a leadership program, “Steps to Success” how to be a fantastic director in a brilliant centre and is
continuing with a mentoring program of support.

e Our Team Leaders (Nesha, Lorna, Nicole, Kirsty, Mikhala) completed a tailored workshop on Leadership in Child
Care held at the centre.

¢ Nesha sat her final exam for the year in their Post Grad Cert in Special Education (and got a credit)
¢ Nesha completed a menu planning course for long day care services
e Maggie has just completedher/ SNIAFAOIGS LLL Ay [/ KAfRNByQa { SNBAOSa

e Mikhala, Michelle and Kylie are continuing their Diploma Study. Dalia is continuing her / SNII A FA Ol G4 S L L |
Services.

e Mikhala and Amy going to a course on Autism this week.

e Nicole completed her Triple P ¢ Positive Parenting Program — course and is now an accredited trainer, we’ll be
running the program at the centre in the new year for our parents.

Spotlight on Amy

Name: Hi  Andyr8tibbard
Role at Top Ryde: Preschool (Waratahs) Teacher
Lives: I live in Eastwood with her family and partner Mark

Education and Training: | have a Bachelor of Teaching in Early Childhood (Amy is qualified
to work in preschools and primary schools), Senior First Aid, Managing Challenging
Behaviours, OH&S, Managing a Creative Curriculum,

Experience:l 6ve most r ecent |of expedende asta Nanayrin BEaropg and 2
years of experience as a part time Nanny in Sydney. | worked for a year at Norwest Child
Care Centre with the preschoolers and part time before that at Midson Road Child Care
Centre with the babies.| 6 ve al so coamdhed softball t ea

Somet hing you didndt know ahlout me: | can sew teddy bears



