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Newsletter 2010 
We have had great start to 2010.  

The slow transition to children starting the new year has worked really well and allowed children to 

start in calm, happy environments. We really enjoyed our family get together at the BBQ earlier this 

year and are looking forward to seeing you all at our upcoming Art and Craft Exhibition.  

I would like to welcome the new families who started during February and March. We are almost full 

on every day now, so if anyone is looking for extra days please let me know so you can be sure to get 

the days you want now.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Labelling and Lost property  

Our lost property basket is overflowing with so many items , a  lot of which is almost new 

sheets, hats, socks, t -shirts etc. None of which  are labelled. If you would like us to 

attempt to return your items to your bags each day please label them. You may have 

bought your jumper in England and think that no one else will have the same one ð 

wrong!  Even if they donõt have the same one, many will have something similar.   

I will be donating all of the items in lost property to charity on Friday the 9 th  of April, 

please come and check that none of the lovely items belong to your child.  

I can give you brochures for a label company that makes lovely  reliable labels or you can 

buy fabric markers at Coles and Woolworths that do a great job. The label needs to be 

clear, in an obvious position and legible. Writing your childs full name has the best result. 

It will also help us teach your children name re cognition!  

Happy Easter!  



Staff member Spotlight on: 

Kylie  

Name: Kylie Cranswick  

Started at Top Ryde Early Learning: August 2009  

Working in: Waratah Room  

Family: Living with Sam (partner) and our cat 

What Kylie does on the weekend: Goes cycling with Sam, goes to the beach and hangs 
out with family (especially her baby niece) 

3ÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÁÂÏÕÔ +ÙÌÉÅ: She lived in Japan as a young child for 
several months  

Why are you working in Early Childhood? Ȱ) ÁÍ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ    an 

influence in children fÕÔÕÒÅÓȱ 

Diary Dates  

Thursday1 st april ð April fools day  

Friday and Monday 2 nd and 5 th April - centre closed ð Happy Easter  

Wednesday7 th April - World Health day  

Thursday 22 nd April ð Sports day  

Sunday 25 th April - Anzac day  

Tuesday27 th April - Dentist visi t  

Thursday29 th April ð International dance day  

Friday 14
th

 May ð Art and Craft Exhibition   

 

May  

In May we have lots of exciting events including Families week and the art exhibition 
night evening to look forward  to, so please keep an eye on the calendars in your 
childôs locker room. Also, if you would like to come and do an activity or share 

something with the children you may talk to your child ôs teacher and add your name to 
the calendar. 

 

Policies and Procedures 

Did you know all our Policies go through a review process each year and you can 

have a say on the Policies that govern Norwest? You will find our Policy Reviews 

on the Notice board in the Foyer. Feel free to make comments at any time. 

 



 

Thank you 
We have had lots of generosity over the last 6 weeks and would like to say THANK YOU 

× Lewis and Connor for Easel Paper  

× Albert and Felicia for coming to do a great presentation on 

Ghana for the Waratah class 

× Luke and Mikayla Drawing Paper 

× Darryn boxes of drawing and painting paper 

× Jayden Large easel paper 

× Farhan Drawing paper 

× Tyler (Tylerôs dad) for helping fix our computers 

× Noah lovely reading books for the class 

× Luke for Chinese new year decorations and Origami 

× Matt for Chinese new year information and pictures 

× Rio for origami pieces and alphabet 

× Daniel for the big pink trike 

If I have forgotten anyone, I am sorry - we are grateful for all the contributions that the families make 

and are always using the paper that you have provided. There are lots of ways you may like to 

contribute to the centre including coming in and sharing an experience with the children. There are 

calendars in each of the locker rooms so you can see what events are coming up and if you would 

like to be involved you can add your name to the calendars. 

 

The best news  items  

Here are some of  the brilliant things that our Waratah children have been discussing at news time:  

× Connorð A recipe for lemona de with lemons from the garden and extra ingredients to make 

enough for all to taste.  

× Darryn - chocolate cake made by Darryn with photo document ation.  Yum! 

×  Dylan and his dadsõ home made rocket , (bottles covered in foil, ca rd board cut outs to decorate )  

× Lachlan  - the musical instrument (a horn)  

× Sophia ð The album of artworks she had created  

× James ð Musical marble roll and photo stories  

News is a great time for children to build confidence speaking to peers and sharing items or news that is 

important to them. We do not allow toys for news (or at the centre at all) as they do not make for a 

valuable learning experience. If you must use a toy please  bring a photo of it, we have had so many toys 

lost or broken and ask that you do not bring them in.  

 



News from the rooms 

Lilli Pilli room  

It has been a busy, adventurous room over the last few weeks and the Lilli Pillies 

have enjoyed all sorts of activities. They have loved having the big garden to 

themselves for indoor/outdoor play after 10am when the big kids have gone in to 

start their group times. They have been doing musical groups times in the 

garden and have been learning lots of songs ï They still all love ówheels on the 

busô and additionally have learnt óGalumph, open shut them, cheeky monkeys 

and sleeping bunniesô  

Over the last few weeks The Lilli Pillies 

have demonstrated a continued interest 

in óbubblesô. Mikhala has provided the children with numerous 

opportunities to extend on their current interest by talking with the 

children and planning experiences in which the children have 

investigated how bubbles are made, made their our own bubbles and 

explored different types of bubbles. In the coming weeks 

documentation on this interest will be displayed around the room for 

you all to read. We have also been focussing on extending self-help 

skills and encouraging appropriate levels of independence through out 

the daily routine. 

Reminders from the Lilli Pilli room 

× Please bring everything in labelled 

× Please remember that parent involvement is always welcomed within the centre and the Lilli Pillies 
would love to have parents visit and share their knowledge and talents. 

× Please remember to check your childrenôs craft folders, which are located in the Locker Room, so you 
can take their fabulous craft home to share with the family. 
 

Acacia room 

The Acacias have been very busy in the last few weeks. There are a few little projects running in the room at 

the moment the most popular being ócolourô. Colour mixing has been lots of fun and very exciting. Some of the 

children have been calling it magic and we have experimented with all sorts of tools and mediums for mixing 

like eye dropping paints together, folding paper with paint on it to make butterfly prints and little pallets of paints 

to mix with little brushs. The children are loving watching how their paintings are turning out. 

Another interest is dinosaurs. Kirsty bought in a big picture book which the children took inspiration from to 

draw their own dinosaur pictures. It also lead to a science experiment with an oval egg that we placed in water 

and watched and waited for it  to crack and reveal a dinosaur inside. It was so popular we are going to do 

again.  

Reminders for the Acacia room 

× Please label everything and 

check your art and craft 

pockets regularly. 

 

 



Waratah Room  

There has lots of very interesting 

projects going on in the Waratah 

room over the last 6weeks. The 

space project which was inspired by 

Dylan bringing in a rocket for news 

has inspired discussion about phases 

of the moon, gravity and the solar 

system. They read books to extend 

their knowledge then created a solar 

system which is currently hanging in the room, painted pictures of the moon in cycle and made astronaut 

helmets and a rocket man/robot with all sorts of equipment attached to him. Along side that Shaun has begun 

a sports/healthy eating, living and hygiene project after noticing the children creating their own running games 

in the garden and a few discussions about healthy eating at meal times. They started using the food pyramid, 

discussed sometimes foods and all the time foods and why different foods are 

healthy. The discussions moved to food groups and children wanted to know 

where dairy food come from, Amy showed them videos of cows being milked, 

and how cream, cheese and ice cream was made. They have additionally 

been discussing hand washing and hygiene, especially as the cold and flu 

season is arriving. As the project progressed, Shaun has shown them shoes 

designed for running and running techniques and it has continued now into 

ball sports ï stay tuned for more on the project. 

An interest quickly developed in Alice in wonderland when the movie came out 

and the class have been reading the book and started a visual arts project on it, keep your eyes out for the 

masterpieces they are creating. 

Reminders for the Waratah room 

×  Please label everything that comes to the centre 

× Take everything out of your lockers including your childôs artworks 

× Please do not allow your children to bring toys for news 

Influenza and Vaccines  
With winter approaching some of you may wish to explore the option of flu Vaccines to prevent your 
children from getting some of the nasty influenza infections that will present during the season. 
Influenza is not a cold. It is a highly contagious disease. If your children are presenting with any of the 
following symptoms, usually occurring one to three days after infection, please seek medical advice. 
As per our Exclusion policy children with such symptoms would be best left home to recuperate.  
ü Fever  
ü Headaches  
ü Muscle and joint pain  
ü Sore throat  
ü Cough  
ü Runny or stuffy nose  
ü Severe tiredness and lethargy  

 
For more information on the flu, please visit http://www.fightflu.gov.au/ or speak with your family 

doctor. 



Grandparents morning tea  

What a lovely morning we all had. Gran dparents 

are very important in many childrens lives and 

often play a large role with many parents 

working longer hours and having very busy l ives. 

So we invited the grandparents in to share in 

their gran dchildõs early education experience. 

Many grandparents came along and shared our 

morning enjoying  the scones that the children  had prepared for them and 

looking around the  classrooms. Many child ren chose to introduce grandparents 

to activities and to their friends and there were lots of children playing games 

like jump rope with grandparents singing the jumping song and swinging the rope! 

Thank you to all the grandparents who made it along, we pl an on holding another 

Grandparents tea  later this year.  

Family BBQ  

Our Family BBQ was a huge success and we all had a fantastic  night !. The feed back 

you gave us was that  

 The jumping Castle and face painting were favourites for the children  

 All the Famil ies had a nice time meeting other families and children.  

 The wine tasting went well and we received a small order for our            

fundraising (thank you to all the families who placed orders ðit has arrived and can be 

collected now ). 

 There was lots of food and it was all yummy! (thanks Kathy for getting it all 

ready for us)  

 And finally several families requested we do more functions like it  

We are currently planning the art exhibition for May which will be another great night 

you can come along to. Stay  tuned for more info on that!  

 

 

 

 

 


